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Cover art is a collage of the following featured artist’s work: 

Jadyn Broad, Gabriel Brooks, Fritz Ebbeler, Lydia Eicholz, Allyn

Frantz, Khadidiatou Gadiaga, Eleanor Prues, and Celine Tan.



Tellus zine is a youth-led digital and print publication, showcasing art

and creative writing by young adults from across Greater Cincinnati.

Its mission is to provide a platform for young people to express

themselves bravely and creatively as a part of our diverse community.

The name Tellus comes from the Latin word meaning “Earth” and also

can be broken down into the invitation “Tell us!”. The editorial board

selected this name for our publication because of this double meaning.

The Tellus Editorial Board consists of 10-15 diverse, high school

students, selected from applicants located across Greater Cincinnati.

The board meets weekly throughout the school year to develop the

zine, review submissions, and plan events. Board members also engage

in regular critical dialogs about issues that matter to each member

personally. They learn about editorial skills and different art forms

through guest talks, field trips to artist studios, and to zine and art

book fairs. 

Tellus zine is a program of Kennedy Heights Arts Center, developed as

an off-shoot of the Arts Center’s Teen Artists for Change program. 

Tellus is facilitated by Sarah Rodriguez and Anisha Sanghani, and made

possible by support from the Charles H. Dater Foundation and

ArtsWave. 
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As we reassess the ways we move forward in the world,

we ask ourselves what do I give value to? What do I hold

valuable and why? Arising from the ashes of the troublesome

and turbulent climate present in our world,

we sense a new renaissance painting the world in

appreciation. Our values erupt and spread into the fabric of

society and sow seeds for the future. We may also interpret

value as an expression of colors painted in the wind, conjured

by the fluttering leaves of autumn, a winter snow, flowers in

bloom, or the rays of the summer sun. Inspired by the world

around us we embrace the shifting seasons, everchanging for

millennia to come. Here, the Tellus Zine Editorial Board asks

artists to explore the meaning of value for themselves.

Whether it be cherished memories of days past, one's beliefs

and ideas, or the colors of life. Value exists as a multifaceted

theme, holding the precious soul of humanity in its back

pocket. 
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Till I see purple waves of lines 
Give me time so it’ll me pass by,

Rainbow Death - 12.26.23 

Oh no…

A technicolor death divine
Black oblivion so sublime,

I want a love of every kind
I want rain with an orange sky,

And I’d love going blind—
Till every color melts my mind,

But I know you won’t let me go…

And I can see us just dancing there 
As long as you’ll let me stare,

With clouds dark as death
And a yellow star so bright it shines,

I wanna die a rainbow death
When I go—just know I loved you so,
 
I wanna see colors and flashing lights 
I’ll die an uneasy soul,
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Give me an 800 of every kind
I want red with a green type ooze
Till I’m beat like black and blue,
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Tellus ZineTellus Zine
Uncertainty 

I remember the way you used to hold me tight and the way

you kissed me goodnight

But all now left is all the memories 

And a heart full of pain and misery

I lost myself in you

Why’d you have to kick me out

When you let me in?

You said I'm leading myself on

When you're the one that lead me on

Were you just being friendly, or did you feel the same way

Is this just a game, or is there a burning flame?

I see the signs, but I can't tell

Do you want me, like I want you, as well?
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Weird little drawings, bad handwriting,
and thoughts about love

Desi Distel, 17 
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Visit www.TELLUSZINE>ORG/004 to download this

issue and learn about ways you can

get involved!
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